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DOCUMENTARY. 

Letters of Elihu Wright to his brother, Samuel Wright. 
Introductory Note. 

By Geo. H. Himes. 

(EHhu Wright, the son of Elihu and Sally (Lewis) Wright, 
was born on a farm near Saybrook, Conn., April 12, 1801. 
Like nearly all the recruits that manned the big fleet of whalers 
that fared forth from New England on three-, four- and five- 
year cruises, young Wright had found the limited area of the 
Connecticut farm too small for the large family it sheltered. 
On his second cruise he was injured so badly in a tussle with 
a whale that he was a cripple for the rest of his life. He died 
Sept. 30, 1840. 

Students of hereditary traits will find something of interest 
in the fact that four of the Wright brothers, grandsons of Elihu 
Wright the whaler, are residing in Portland, and are directly 
and indirectly interested in shipping and maritime business. 
E. W. Wright, at present manager for the Port of Portland, 
was a sailor and a steamboat man before he broke into the 
newspaper game. Capt. Walter H. is in command of a Can- 
adian Pacific steamer on Arrow lakes. Fred B. was purser 
on the lakes for a long time, and for the past ten years has 
been chief clerk for the San Francisco and Portland Steamship 
Company. C. L. Wright for the past fifteen years has been 
dispatching grain cargoes for a large exporting house in this 
city.) 

I. 

Bunavista, Oct. 3d, 1822. 
Dear Brother : 

With pleasure I snatch my pen in haste to inform you how 
and where I am. My health is almost perfectly recovered. I 
hope these few lines will find you with your little family well, 
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likewise parents and brothers, with all inquiring friends en- 
joying the same invaluable blessing. I don't think that I was 
ever more fleshy than I now am. Of a truth, I am growing 
too big for my clothes and I feel as if I could do a thing or two. 
We left Nantucket the 3d of Sept. and made the Isle of Saul the 
3d of Oct., being 30 days out of sight of land. We had a very 
rough passage the most of the way. For two or three weeks 
we had very squally weather with thunder and rain a plenty. 
Some nights when it did not rain hard enough Old Boreaus 
would scrape up handfuls of salt water in our faces. We lost 
the head boards off our gallant ship's head that bore her noble 
name, one on the 5th day out and the other the 20th, when we 
had a hard gale of wind in the which we lay too for a few 
hours under close reeft maintopsail and foretopmast staysail 
and mizzenstaysail. The 9th day out we had a bit of a 

sailed in co with the Independence. About three 

o'clock P. M. we discovered some whale to the leeward. We 
soon discovered them and run down for them, lowered the first 
and 2nd Mates' boats. I was in the first Mate's boat at the 
midship oar. There was a bad sea running but we pulled away 
over ditch and dam after some single whale but they went off 
faster than we could row our boat so both boats come to a 
stand and lay at our oars. Mr. Chase discovered a school of 
small whale and pulled for them and in a few minutes was fast 
to one. We were rowing the other way but tacked and stood 
for them and found they were cows and calves and to be sure 
they were more thicker than the cows and calves in father's 
barnyard. Mr. Hussey thought best to both tackle one whale 
so we ran our boat hard on and threw in two Irons when he 
came at us nose first, apparently very angry, puffing and spout- 
ing. Then it was back water all back water, or in other words 
stem haul. When we got out of his way he swam away fast 
anid had we had bells and brandy we would have had quite a 
romantick slayride. When he grew dull we would haul up 
to him and spur him with a lance till he was bloody as a 
butcher. Once while hauling up to him he raised his unman- 
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nerly flukes within a handsbreadth of our boat to the height 
of 16 or 18 feet in the air and it rained a noble shower, but 
we thought salt water would not hurt us so we kept spurring 
him up until about dusk he died. Had it been in the early part 
of the day our officers think we should have taken six or eight 
of them for they kept squirming about like a basket of eels. 
There was one alongside of that we took for more than an 
hour or so that we thought we had ma:de a mistake and struck 
two instead of one. Mr. Chase bent his lance the first or 
second dart as crooked as an Ivy rainbow. We got alongside 
of the ship about eight in the evening. We had a bitter squall 
in the night. When my watch was called at 12 I went up to 
close reef the maintopsail, my hat got blew into old Davy's 
locker. We were so much unprepared that we worked all 
night to be ready for cutting in the whale. We hauled the 
blubber on board in the morning and the succeeding day tried 
it out which made 32 barrels. If you want to know anything 
more about this whaling aflfair come here and I'll tell you all 
about the pig. 

I am very sorry that Mr. Joy was not able to come with us 

as Mr. Dr. Hussey proves to be a , but I make better 

weather of it than any of the crew. He chose me to row his 
boat since we took the whale. Chauncey rows Mr. Chase and 
Mr. Foldien, the Capt. We anchored yesterday at 2 o'clock 
oflF the Isle of Bunavista in order to send home our oil by the 
Brig Unhan here after salt. If you can get time you will do 
well to come and get your salt before killing time. There is 
more in this island than you will want. All you will want is 
your 9 cents and bushel basket. There is plenty of fish alongside 
of various kinds. I had some bread and milk for my dinner. 
The crew are generally pretty hearty some are afflicted with 
boils. I have not seen one sick hour till last night after row- 
ing ashore for 6 or 8 miles and back then getting out our 
cables and beriding and anchoring and furlins: sails, being very 
hot, I had a severe sick headache which lasted through the 
night but feel better today. We shall proceed in two or three 
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days. We are in Lat. 18-6 min. South and 22-53 min. West. 

As time and paper have failed me quite I must now close my 
letter and wish you all goodbye. I shall write every oppor- 
tunity and I will give you time to read one before you get 
another. I want to see Erasmus very much. You must make 
him some jacket and trowsers and send him to school so that 
he can go around Cape Horn when I get to be the Capt. of 
a whale ship. So fare you well. This from Borther E. Wright. 
Give my best compliments to all enquiring friends. 
Addressed, 

To Mr. Samuel Wright, 
Saybrook 

in Connecticut, 
Written on back, 

II. 

Rec'd 10th Dec., 1822. 

South Pacific, Feb. 10th, 1823. 

On board Ship Enterprise in Lat. 01-40 South, Longitude 
120 West. 
Dear Brother: 

Being now among the number who survive the pale nations 
of the dead and in good health, I take this opportunity, 
although very unexpected, of writing a few lines to acquaint 
you how and where I am, hoping at the same time that this 
may find you in health and prosperity. 

Last night at 8 spoke the Ship Equator, Capt. B., of Nan- 
tucket, with 1500 bis. & wanting 30 more to fill up. She spoke 
a few days since the Ship Henry, of N Haven ; all well, 1800 
bis., and Ship Planter of N. P., 1700 bis. Some scurvey on 
board. Wm. Griffis, of Killingsworth, is dead. After cruising 
one season on the coast of Japan they returned to the coast of 
California and went into Francisco Bay to wood and water, 
where he was killed. The circumstance, as near as I could 
learn, was this : Griffis, with some others, had the scurvey and 
lived ashore in a tent. They set him on shore just at night 
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and returned to the ship with water. Griffis had a small bag 
of bread and had to walk across a considerable of a flat of 
land to reach the tent but did not reach there and they thought 
him to be on board the ship arid those wooding and watering 
thought he was at the tent. They did not miss him till one 
or two days after they inquired of the inhabitants (who are 
generally savage) and were informed of a dead body lying 
near when they passed. They went to look and found his 
body. He appeared to have his scull broken and plundered 
of his clothes. The Equator lost one man, drowned by turning 
over the boat in the breakers on a bar when they were boating 
off wood. We spoke Ship Marcus of Sagharbor the 3rd of 
Feb. 6 mo. out; 200 bis. Boat had one man killed the first 
whale. The whale struck the boat and threw a turn of the line 
over his head and dragged him forward to the chocks of the 
boat. He lived just six hours. Ship Alexander has lost two 
boys. The Plowboy, all well; 500 bis. last news. We had 
pretty contrary wind from Bunavista around the Cape, very 
hot and calm on the line (at Nov. 1st). The weather off Cape 
Horn was very rugged and the sea boisterous. We maide 
Statten land off C. Horn the 8th Dec. Its tops well covered 
with snow. We were about 40 days off Cape Horn, 20 of 
which we were from 56 to 60 South, the days 18>^ hours long. 
There was not more than two hours darkness. It was so light 
through the night as to be able to read on deck, although 
cloudy. We had a very severe gale off the Cape the 19th 
Capt. Weeks said he never knew the blow harder. We lay too 
under staysails & close reeft maintopsails. We were obliged 
to take in the S. S. Our boats were all taken in but one. The 
ship was rolling her boat davies under every swell while we 
were on the yard. She washt every coil of riging off the 
pins to the leeward, but it lasted but about 30 hours. We had 
another after we doubled the Cape in Lat. 41 South, more 
severe, if possible, than the other, but not so sharp sea, but 
since we have got up on the tropic the weather is as pleas 
ant as man ever enjoyed. S, E, winds. 
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As to the oily part of my story, I have not come to that 
yet no further than to tell you we are as free from oil as the 
sky is of cobwebs. We have not lowered since the 7th day out 

Our ship sails remarkably well. We have nm by all that we 
have fell in with. She is likewise light. We have been out 
160 days and she has not leaked more than we could pump in 
four hours. The ship has met with no material accident. 

I am sorry I cannot write you better news but we live in 
high hopes of having a sley ride. We are altering our course 
to the south some in hopes of finding whale. They are very 
plenty in Japan where likely we shall be in four months. I 
shall write again from the Sandwich Islands if I have oppor- 
tunity. I shall be glad to hear from you. Please to write me 
the news. Write and tell of everything. Write if the turn- 
pike has lived over the winter, the price of com and: the fare 
of ducks, and above all things, how your swamp hay holds 
out. If pigs should be scarce this spring among you, you can 
have some for coming here for them. We shall in a few days 
have an assortment, some of the Connecticut breed and some 
of the Portugue. It is but about 15 or 16 thousand miles we 
shall not want them all as we have no milk you know. 

The Capt. of the Equator is now aboard of us. I momently 
expect him to leave and must therefore leave writing. So 
goodbye. I do not expect to return short of three years. Give 
my love to all enquiring friends, as I remain. 

Affectionate brother, 

E. Wright. 
Addressed, 
Samuel Wright, 

Saybrook, 

In Connecticut. 

III. 
Rec'd 27th July. 
Beloved Brother: 

I shall now improve time by writing a few Unes to give you 
the news if you will take the trouble to peruse ( ) 
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which may inform you that I am well arid have enjoyed my 
health two months past much better than I did the first part of 
the voyage. We are now lying at Worahoo, one of the Sand- 
wich Islands, where we anchored the 12th of March. We 
fell in with the ship Eagle on the 16th of Feb., six days after 
I wrote you last by the ship Equator, Capt. Barnet, in Lat. 
1-40 South 120 W. Long. Found all well on board— 900 bis.— 
Job has been frequently on board and on the 17th we were 
in a shoal of whale with the Eagle's crew. Stannard looks as 
tough as a whiteoak. As for my part, I got dry jokes and 
wet jacket. Jno and myself were in the chief mate's boat. We 
rowed to leeward and struck a large whale. She up flukes 
and let have & we found the boat traveling upwarids. She 
then reacht her flukes over the gunwale of the boat and struck 
me across the back and landed me aft acrost the thwarts, bruis- 
ing my shins to no small rate. Our boat was filled with water 
but the fish slatted out the Irons and left us to bail our boat 
at leisure — though something difficult as it was Arery rugged 
as every sea breaking acrost the boat we could not see our 
ship's loftiest spars except when on the top of a swell, although 
no more than a mile distant. This is the second time but I 
calculate for better luck in Japan. As for oil, we have suffi- 
cient to use in the binnicle. We have taken but two whale 
this side of the Cape which made us 30 bis. We saw planty 
of whale in 185 West Lat. 8 North, but the weather was so 
very rugged that we could not save whale, so directed our 
course for this place, which I hope soon to leave as we have 
been here almost a month. Been ashore almost every day. 
We have got plenty of sweet potatoes which cost 2$ per 
barrel. Plenty of cabbage and some other kinds of garden 
sauce. 

Benjamin Prosseter, of Killingsworth, is in here in the 
Phoenix — 1,000 bis. Roderic Strong is here in the Alexander 
— 1700. Alfred and HiUias Pratt are in here in the Plowboy — 
1200. As for our crew, there has four left us since we have 
been here. Two they have brought on board in Irons, the 
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other two they will not trouble. The cook is now on shore in 
the Staunton and we are waiting for the Chanachens to bring 
him down. The one that stops here is from Haddam, by the 
name of Hubbard. 

Jno and Chauncey will not write because we have so little 
oil, but we have the more slayrides to have, that's all. 

Them pigs that I wrote you about, if you don't come for 
them soon will be roasted. 

I think it is time your cattle were turned out to grass. If 
you go fishing for shad I hope you'll not forget your errand, 
but taking a few shad by the neck will not compare to killing 
the monstrous whale, notwithstanding she often cuts dirt with 
our feeble boats, knocking us sky high with her ponderous 
flukes. 

Tell Alanson it is time to stop sawing, if he goes afishing 
to plow and get his business so as to leave his family. 

I have received no news from you since I left. If I don't 
receive a line from you by the Globe or Maria you'll not ex- 
pect to hear any more of my slack till I come with my bodily 
presence. 

Be so good as to write me a little of everything. Should 
any of my acquaintances think of writing don't discourage 
them. I should have wrote several letters had I time but the 
ship is not full and the chance of passage uncertain arid but a 
few moments since I thought of writing. 

I must now leave writing, wishing you to give my due re- 
spects to my parents and brother, with other respective friends. 

N. B. — ^This I put on board of Ship Iris of Newbedford, 
which will be as speedy as any opportunity I know of now. 

Worahoo, one of the Sandwich Islands. 

Dated April 11th, A. D. 1823. E. Wright. 

Addressed, 

Samuel Wright, 

Saybrook, 

in Connecticut. 
Written on back, 

Rec'd 17th April, 1824. 
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IV. 

North Pacific Ocean, Ship Enterprise, 

May, 1823. 
Dear Brother : 

With a kind of indifference I take pen and ink to write a 
line which will serve rather as history than a letter as the 
passage at best will be long as the ship is not full by which I 
send — but may inform you when it comes to hand that I am 
well. As for success in our line of business we rank among 
the middling. We were nine months out with but about 30 
bbls. of oil. On leaving the Sandwich Islands we were mated 
with the ship Phoenix of Nantucket and we have taken 31 
sperm whale and 17 of them to our ship and ten of them to 
the boat that I and Jno. belonged to, though the largest of the 
ten made 250 bbls. the whole amount to both ships is 1700 bbls. 
We have been as far west as the 149th degree of E. Long., 
found the most of our fish in 153 or 4 E. and 323 N. lat. The 
11 of June we discovered a reef of rocks which have not been 
heard of before, not being laid down in any map or chart. They 
were discovered just at night. It was perfectly calm and we 
had whale on board so that we did not go to them that night 
and before morning we drifted out of sight of them. We 
heard by the Lydia that the ship Ganges of New York saw 
the same one. This coast is entirely unexplored except by 
whale men and well it may be as it is the most out of the way 
place there is in God's creation. 

Now we are returning to the Sandwich Isl. to recruit, being 
in latitude 33 N. Long. 160 West. We are calculating to part 
from the Phoenix in a few days, as she is bound into the 
Spanish coast for provisions. 

I have received no particular news from you since I left 
Scrap Island more than 12 months since. We spoke the ship 
Globe the 31st of Aug. — all well — 450 bbl. Jno. received a 
letter by Wm. Lay who I was much disappointed to see. He 
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told me that David Wright was around the Horn in the Atavia 
of Scrap I. 

As to the business of whaling I should like it well could we 
find them plenty enough — the voyages are generally healthy — 
our crew has been highly favored, although we have lost one 
man by accident by the name of Daniel C. Reeve of Chatham, 
son of Enoch Reeve. The circumstance as follows : On the 
14th of July we had whale on board and were boiling in the 
morning just before daylight as he was turning some raw oil 
into the try pots he made a misstep and fell backwards into the 
deck pot which then contained about three or four barrels of 
oil hot enough to melt lead. He was instantly taken out and 
everything applied that the ship afforded for his benefit. His 
body was almost one solid blister. He soon became delirious 
and on the 19th came slyly on deck just after dusk and jumped 
overboard, the ship going six knots an hour, but we saw him 
and reached him closely. The sudden change seemed to have 
a bid effect upon him and made him worse and on the 22d of 
July he died, aged about 25 years. So we daily have evi- 
dence of the mortality of man. 

I have heard the melancholy news of Aunt Hannah's death 
and likewise Mrs. Burdett and others. 

What news I have received I had by John's and Chauncey's 
letters. I was much disappointed that I had none from you. 
I received but little information by Lay and Ingham. They 
said nothing but that you were well. I shall anxiously look 
for letters by every late sail ship, but if you are disposed not 
to write me at all please to be so good as to come and tell me 
and so not expect any more waste paper for shoe patterns 
from me. 

This ocean,, the Pacific, which you have heard so much praise 
for its mildness and gentle manners I have seen often scoul'd 
by sweeping tempests, yet the middle part of the season was 
pleasant, but the last was bad. Many ships suffered consider- 
ably, the Indispensable, an English ship, had two main top- 
sails blown away, just under our lee, in a gale, and had her 
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try works washd overboard and some of her boats stove. The 
Alliance of New Bedford was upon her beam ends with her 
lower yards in the water for three-quarters of an hour. The 
Maro had five boats stove in in one gale and all her sails blown 
away. She had sprung her bowsprit and jib boom, fore top- 
mast, etc. The Globe likewise had a short spat with a jimmy — 
lost double reeft main topsail and mizzen stay sail. Many 
others have been kicked about roughly. 

We have reached no material injury in our spars or rigging, 
yet we have seen many hard squalls and gales. 

We have spoke the Eagle several times on the coast, so that 
I have seen Job often. Their ship has been considerably leaky 
through the voyage. Some time in July she gained leaking to 
six or eight hard strokes an hour, so that she took no whale. 
The last we spoke her was the 6th of August, her leak rather 
gaining she was making the best of her way to port with the 

golden to assist her in case of distress. The crew 

were in good spirits and I do not doubt but they will reach 
some port where they can repair unless they should meet heavy 
weather. 

We have had news that oil is very low. We heard that that 
which we sent home from Capedeverd's (Cape Deverd Islands) 
was sold at 53 cts. per gal., but then we have the consolation 
to think our voyage will not be so speedy but will have time 
to rise, so you see as "poor Richard" says : "Ever bitter has its 
honey" — I mean sweet. I humbly hope and trust that you 
have finished your bog hay harvest and are nearly ready to 
begin sowing. After you have done that I would thank you 
to eat a few pears and peaches on my account and ask no 
questions. 

P. S. — I heard that some of the young blades made a short 
trip into the country and came back feet foremost. Tell them 
that if they were dismayed at sight of hemlock that they will 
never do for Cape Horn and had better not enter into Scrap 
Island service. 
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I will now leave writing anxiously wishing you health and 
prosperity. If my parents ask after me tell them I am well 
and not fail to tender them my best respects ; likewise remem- 
ber me to Alanson & Wm. and all who inquire after 

E. Wright. 

To Samuel Wright. 

V. 
Dear Brother : 

It is with pleasure that I write a short line to inform you 
that I received your letter the 7th of Nov., 12}4 months after 
date. I perused it with the most heartfelt pleasure as it is the 
first line I have received since I left the American shores. 

By your letter you seem to be very inquisitive about many 
things which I suppose was caused by false reports which are 
very common to be circulated about ships that go out of sight 
of land. I must satisfy your curiosity in short as I have not 
time to write. In the first place, I enjoy the best of health 
which is truly a great blessing. In short, I have got to be 
quite black, saucy and able. As to our living, we have plenty 
of provision of decent quality. When we go out of port we 
carry out as much vegetation as we can preserve. As to our 
officers, I think we have better than they average. There has 
been but little flogging done, of which I have had no share. 

We have -a good Quadrant belonging to four of us. We do 
not pretend to keep no regular run of the ship. We sometimes 
take an altitude and work an observation, yet we do not under- 
stand Luna's refraction of the heavenly bodies, corrections, 
etc., etc. Our officers are good navigators and always ready to 
inform us when we ask but when the ship is full we shall have 
a better opportunity. We have had a watch below ever since 
we passed the Brasill Banks except when we have whale or 
other business which makes it necessary for all hands upon 
deck. 

The Maria arrived here the sixth of Nov. All well, 1250 
bbls. of sperm oil. The Globe arrived the 7th with 500. There 
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was an English ship in here a few days since, 13 months from 
London, with 2,000 bbls. of oil. 

We are now ready for sea again as soon as we find men 
enough to meike up our crew. The natives which we carried 
out have left us and one man left us which we shipt at the 
Islands and there has two deserted which came from Conn, 
with us. The same two left when were in here in the spring 
but Capt. Weeks brought them on board again and I expect he 
will do it again unless he gets his complement of men beside. 
It has got to be quite fashionable to leave ships here but I 
shall not leave the ship so long as there is a timber-head left. 
The ship Connecticut went out four or five days past. The 
first Mate was on board of us after breakfast. Said his d — ^nd 
Indians would jump overboard and swim on shore faster than 
he could bring them off in a boat. The reason was this : they 
were green and the hands did not like to have them, so while 
they were at breakfast in the cabin they threw them over- 
board and told them to swim ashore. These Chanachers are 
as much at home when they get in the water as Alanson is 
when he gets in the sawmill. They make fishing a considerable 
branch of business. Their twine for their seins they manu- 
facture by their fingers. They are extremely fond of fish which 
they often devour right from the hook without favour or af- 
fection, no time to talk about blood and bones then. The 
most of them live in a very filthy situation ; very few of them 
wear any clothing but a narrow list around the middle. But 
I will say no more about this filthy race as I hope to leave 
them soon and go to sea. The Alexander is to go to sea 
tomorrow, wind and weather favourable. I expect to send 
this letter by her. I put two letters into the Sea Lion which 
sailed the first of Nov. 

The last cruise out we went within eight or ten days' sail 
of China. I expect we shall have to take another look that 
way and I am in hopes to fill up there. I do not know but I 
shall see you and Alanson around here before I get back. If 
so, I advise you to bring many clothes with you and bring 
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your wives to mend them. However, I believe I have plenty. 
Had I taken ten $ worth of knives they would have answered 
50. As for hats, I have lost several. If you hear of anybody 
that is going to Tarpolin Cove tell them to ask for my hats 
as they have no doubt gone there. 

P. S. — I hope you have more letters on the way. This will 
be at Saybrook about June or July. It will not be of use for 
you to write around the Cape. I hope not after you receive 
this for I shall make no promises to come another voyage to 
get the letters that you wrote this. Should we fill up on Jappan 
perhaps we might return round the East Cape. It would make 
our passage three months shorter but I expect it is more dan- 
gerous passing that way without arms and we have none. 
We were obliged to fire a rope-yarn gun at the celebration of 
Independence. 

When you have done reading this letter you will see where 
there is no blackguard there is blots. 12 o'clock at night. So 
I remain E. Wright. 

Addressed to 
Mr. Samuel Wright, of 
Saybrook in 
Connecticut. 
Rec'd 23d May, 1824. 

VI. 
Off Nantucket Bar, Wednesday, Aug. 28, A. D. 1822. 
Dear Brother: 

After a short absence from you I take this opportunity to 
write a few lines to you which will inform you that I am well 
and hope this will find you and yours enjoying the same great 
and good blessing. 

Since I have been on salt water I have been very hearty 
the most of the time. We haid a good run from Saybrook. 
We came over the bar Saturday at five o'clock P. M. and 
anchored off Nantucket bar Sunday mom, being 16 hours run. 
We lie about four miles off. A boat's crew go on shore almost 
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every night and return the next day. Capt. Weeks has been on 
shore the most of the time since we arrived. Capt. Bamet took 
charge of the ship for two weeks. But now our first mate, 
FrankHn Hussey, is on board as Mr. Jay is not able to go the 
voyage. Mr. Foldien & Previe & Hillman are better. Job 
Turner is very feeble yet. It is not much likely that he will be 
able to go with us. James Gardner has given up the voyage 
since we arrived here. We have our cargoe mostly on board. 
There is one liter more to come. We expect to sail the first 
of next week if not before. Three ships have sailed since we 
have ^arrived here, viz : the Frances, the Queen, the Lydia. 
The las't news received from the ships at sea was very dull 
from all quarters. There was scerce any full. Some that 
had been out for four years had but four hundred & fifty bar- 
rels. Oil is now worth about one dollar per gal, there being 
but little in at this time. 

We are now ready for plowing. I think you must have done 
mowing and now should be ready for sowing after making a 
little new cider. 

There has been no vessel in from Saybrook or Killingsworth 
as I could learn so I have had no news from home, or at least 
from Saybrook and consequently have had no opportunity of 
writing unless by the mail and so delayed untill now, daily 
expecting vessels in from that quarter. Should your letter 
not be forwarded so that I receive it before we sail you must 
write to me next spring as there will be ships going out. I 
should be very glad to see you, with many others, but as that 
is not to be expected I should be glad to receive a letter from 
you and you will be so good as to write me respecting friends 
and relatives. 

Perhaps you would like to know my mind about returning. 
I still think I shall abide in the ship for home is a fool to this 
place. I am as contented and happy as a toad under the har- 
row. I have regained my health and flesh far beyond my 
expectations. 

If Dr. Crane has absconded from Saybrook information may 



Documentary 395 

be had of him (or a man answering his appearance according 
to the best of my memory) on board the ship Enterprise. On 
•Friday, the 25th of Aug., a man came on board styling him- 
self F. H. but imitates the said Dr. in every particular except 
his great memory and a small depreciation of stature. 

As for Clothing I shall take about 100 or 50$ here which I 
think will be sufficient for the voyage should life be spared to 
prosecute the same. But if my all-wise Creator otherwise 
thinks best that my unhappy life should end upon the raging 
sea, weep not for me. Death is the fate of Mortal man. Then 
your Brother's sorrows cease to flow. Then shall the storm 
of wo be husht to silence and I at rest, wrapt in the seaman's 
common Tomb. 

John is very hearty and appears to be quite contented with 
his new way of living, grows fatter every day, and Spencer 
is likewise tolerable well. He has pain in his breast but 

is better. The rest of the crew are all well except those be- 
fore mentioned. And all think there is no business to be 
compared with whaling. All hands anxious to be ravaging 
the Pacific with oars and Irons and drag the whale to Justice, 
I mean to our Ship. 

But as time and paper fail and I apprehend Patience will do 
the same while reading, I shall close the unentelligible scrall 
and bid you farewell. 

P S — As opportunities will not be very frequent of com- 
munciation I wish you to write as often as twice a year, if not 
oftener. Some of the letters will probably reach me. I shall 
not be able to write to as many friends as I should be glad, so 
I shall write you every opportunity, so give my love to Honored 
parents and brothers and all enquiring friends, and I shall ever 
subscribe myself. 

Your most affectionate Brother and friend. 
E. W. 

to Samuel Wright. 

Sunday, the 31st. This letter is wrote but not sealed. If I 
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had received your letter before I should have written different. 
I don't expect to have time to write another, as we go to sea 
tomorrow and our decks are half mast high with casks. 

E. 
(Addressed to Mr. Samuel Wright 
of Westbrook 

In Connectticut. 
(Rec'd 11th Sept) 



